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Perfection is something which many people strive to achieve, whether secretly or publicly. However, it can never be truly attained as all men are born sinful. Sin entered human nature through Adam and Eve’s fall in the Garden of Eden, but God has shown mercy on His people by sending His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross for the sins of all. Nevertheless, just because humans are not perfect does not stop them from believing they are. In Flannery O’Connor’s, “Revelation,” Mrs. Turpin embodies this belief as she thinks that her lifestyle and outward show of Christian values make her superior to others. Because of this, she mistakenly lives the majority of her life with the assumption that she does not require God’s saving grace; it is through these actions that she can simultaneously be a Christian and a warthog from hell. 
Mrs. Turpin strives to make her outward appearance one of strong Christian ethics, morals, and attitude; however, much of what she views as proper and virtuous actually contradicts the Bible. Mrs. Turpin views her social situation as the ideal lifestyle as she proudly proclaims to herself that she is a part of the “home-and-land owners” social class with only “people with a lot of money and much bigger houses and much more land” above her in status (6). Because Mrs. Turpin compares herself with how the world perceives success, she regards herself as very fortunate for being the second highest class in society. Through the public’s eyes, she realizes that she is far superior to the uncivilized social classes below her through not only her financial situation, but also her Christian conduct. It is through these financial blessings that Mrs. Turpin is able to perform good works for those whom she views as less fortunate. Hence, she esteems herself very highly for constantly striving to help others as she states, “‘It’s no trash around here, black or white, that I haven’t given to. And break my back to the bone every day working. And do for the church’” (32). Because of all she has done through helping others around her, Mrs. Turpin begins to think that she merits more favor in God’s eyes than the people in the lower social classes do; in effect, she believes that through her good works, she does not fully need God’s grace. However, the Bible states in Ephesians 2:8-9 that “it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast” (New International Version Bible, Eph. 2.8-9).  This beautiful scriptural quotation clearly specifies that it is not simply the poor who depend upon God’s grace for eternal life, but it is everyone, including those who actively do charity for the Lord on earth. Therefore, Mrs. Turpin is not superior to other citizens simply because of her social status and good Christian acts; ultimately, everyone requires the same gift of grace from God in order to inherit eternal life.
Because Mrs. Turpin realizes her good fortune and favorable character traits, she publicly proclaims thanksgiving to God with the purpose of making others aware of her many blessings. Instead of giving thanks to God for one specific aspect of her life, she thanks Him for “[giving] her a little of everything” and especially for “not [making] her a nigger or white-trash or ugly” (15). The fact that Mrs. Turpin refers to the people in lower social classes in such an offensive manner shows that she does not care about them nor does she truly desire to help them; her only concern is her own self-advancement. When speaking of her disposition, the only thing she has to say is that she “[thanks] the Lord He has blessed [her] with a good one” (18). She realizes that gratefulness is an essential characteristic in others perceiving her as a model Christian. Because of this, she overly declares her good fortune to everyone present by saying that sometimes “[she] just [feels] like shouting, ‘Thank you, Jesus, for making everything the way it is! It could have been different!’” (19). She publicly gives thanksgiving without the intent of actually expressing gratitude to God; instead, it is with the full objective of boasting to others about all the blessings she has been given. One of the main motives behind Mrs. Turpin’s boastful tone relates to her desire in wanting others to view her as superior; in this way, she reasons that if others know how much God has blessed her in her life, they will regard her more highly. Through her actions, she strongly relates to the Pharisee in the Bible who publicly prays “‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people [such as] robbers, evildoers, [and] adulterers” (Luke 18.11). However, Jesus warns against boasting as He cautions, “‘For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted’” (Luke 18.14). Similarly, Mrs. Turpin mirrors the Pharisee through her boastful words, which foreshadows that she will be given the same warning of modesty and humbleness. 
Although Mrs. Turpin possesses faults, she is still able to be saved because God’s grace extends to everyone. The Christian belief of grace relates to this story’s waiting room in the doctor’s office as “the radio [is] softly playing gospel music” (3). The waiting room welcomes all patients, including Mrs. Turpin’s definitions of niggers and white trash; likewise, God invites all people to receive His saving grace. However, although the music in the waiting room plays for everyone, only those who listen to its quiet tune can hear it; similarly, God’s kingdom is open to all, but only those who repent and truly listen to His voice can enter. This is made apparent through a reoccurring dream of Mrs. Turpin’s in which all “classes of people” are “crammed in together in a box car, being ridden off to be put in a gas oven” (6). In this dream, all people of different races and social statuses endure the same treatment, which symbolizes that all people are equal in God’s eyes. No one person is treated better than the others on the box car as they are all equally uncomfortable and condemned. Similarly, no person, including Mrs. Turpin, is treated superior when being judged and receiving God’s saving grace. In the Bible, Jesus depicts this by telling the murderer dying next to Him on the cross that “today [he] will be with [Him] in Paradise (Luke 23.43).  Although this criminal is very undeserving of God’s grace, Jesus has mercy on him and saves him because of his true repentance. Therefore, grace does not simply reach out to the high class and morally accepted citizens; it flows to everyone, often those who least deserve it. Because Mrs. Turpin does not understand this concept, both the music playing in the waiting room and her dream predict the lesson she will learn in her coming Revelation.
Mary Grace, a fellow patient at the doctor’s office, sees directly through Mrs. Turpin’s outer persona and appears to be capable of reading her inner character of condescending and egotistical judgment. As Jesus, the Saving Grace, was born of the Virgin Mary, similarly Mrs. Turpin’s chance at grace is inherited from Mary Grace. Mrs. Turpin is undeservingly made aware of her faults and is given a chance in redemption when “the book [strikes] her directly, over her left eye” (19). The particular book thrown at her by Mary Grace is entitled Human Development. This title is significant because it reinforces the concept that Mary Grace deeply understands people, and can see beyond the fake, outer persona that Mrs. Turpin exemplifies. After she pegs her in the face, Mary Grace very deliberately says, “‘Go back to hell where you [come] from, you old wart hog’” (21). Through this statement Mary Grace serves the purpose of providing Mrs. Turpin with an indirect explanation for her actions, as well as a chance to reevaluate her judgmental lifestyle. This attack opens a portal of reflection for Mrs. Turpin as she deeply considers why a girl whom she hardly knows would regard her as a wart hog from hell when in fact, she is a Christian woman. 
Although warthogs are capable of hearing and smelling well, they have poor eyesight (“Warthog”). For this reason, Mary Grace chooses to compare Mrs. Turpin to a warthog from hell. Similar to a warthog, Mrs. Turpin cannot “see” underneath people’s outward personas, including her own. As Mrs. Turpin strives to convince other people that she is a good Christian woman, she persuades herself of this same opinion along the way. However, just as a warthog isolates itself “before giving birth to a new litter,” Mrs. Turpin secludes herself from her husband to reflect upon Mary Grace’s hurtful words and to begin the process of rebirth in new ideals (“Warthog”). This solitary contemplation allows her to receive a revelation from God in which she sees a procession of souls entering into heaven. She witnesses “whole companies of white trash, clean for the first time in their lives, and bands of black niggers in white robes….and bringing up the end of the procession a tribe of people whom she recognizes once as those who, like herself [have] always had a little of everything and the given wit to use it right” (34-35). This vision comes as a shock to Mrs. Turpin as her original beliefs of superiority are contradicted. Although she is one of the highest citizens in social class and earthly stature, she is among the very last group to enter the gates of heaven. This reversed hierarchy portrays Jesus’s famous Biblical words that “the last will be first, and the first will be last” (Matt. 20.16). Although repentance does not happen overnight, it is very important that Mrs. Turpin realizes the error in her ways because the first step to receiving God’s grace is the acknowledgement of sins. Therefore, it is through this humbling experience that Mrs. Turpin begins to truly recognize her wrongdoings and realize that she is not superior to others in God’s eyes; instead, she learns to see that she equally requires His saving grace. 
Although Mrs. Turpin lives many years of her life believing she is a shining example of Christianity, she never fully considers the truth of her character. However, God is visibly at work in her life and sends help in correcting her ways. Mary Grace is used as a catalyst, forcing Mrs. Turpin to reevaluate her Christian ideals and realize her warthog-like traits. Through her Revelation, Mrs. Turpin puts an end to her old beliefs as she abandons them and moves towards the struggle of humility. This transformation  is illustrated as she leaves the pig pen, “turns off the faucet” and walks “in her slow way on the darkening path to the house” (35). 
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